
Feedback about session: Enhancing creativity through storytelling  by Carlo 

Audience: About 50 parents of children in Kindergarten 1 and 2, Year 1 and Year2. 

First he encouraged us to reflect on our routines at home and time spent with the children. 
Some questions he asked were: Do you spend time with your child, excluding time spent doing 
the HW? Do you find the time to play with your child?  

(Answer: If not daily, quality time should be spent regularly with children. The importance of 
dialogue was highlighted. However, it was explained that this area will be tackled the 
following day during the session on the importance of dialogue and stories.) 

In groups we discussed: What type of stories do you think your child likes best? Some parents 
said their children love stories including animals, others asked why their child develops an 
emotional attachment to a particular story and whether this is a good thing they should 
encourage or not. (Answer: Research shows that repetitive storytelling is beneficial because 
the child learns new words and phrases, then generalizes these newly learnt speech into one’s 
own language.)   

It was pointed out that fairytales are being replaced by popular culture on TV and tablets. 
Some parents mentioned their child liked stories they related of when they were young. 
Others said their children liked stories they acted out together.  

How would you act out a story? Two parents were asked to act out the roles of Little Red 
Riding Hood and the Wolf. The following were pointed out by Carlo: tone of voice, gestures, 
facial expressions, body movement, using props and characterisation. For example, some 
parents argued that since children might be scared of the wolf, they might not depict the wolf 
as ‘bad’ in their role-play.   

What type of TV programmes do you allow your child to watch? Some parents said they allow 
their three-year-old children to watch Maltese drama (Katrina, Hbieb u Ghedewwa) and that 
they explain to their child that all is fake. When children are scared of blood, parents reassure 
the child by explaining that it is ketchup. Others do not approve of adult entertainment and 
mentioned cartoons and educational episodes such as Umi Zoomi (Maths). While the benefit 
of educational programmes was acknowledged, some parents suggested that a child should 
be given a time-limit to play on tablets and watch TV. Others expressed their concern of the 
lengthy hours their child uses the tablet.   

Using Props during storytelling: Carlo divided the audience into 4 groups of about 10-15 
parents. Each group was given a prop (a hat, a jacket, a wig and a carpet or cloak) and was 
asked to discuss: What is this? Whose is this? Why does s/he wear it? When? Another tip was 
the use of wh questions. After this group discussion, Carlo asked a volunteer to wear all these 
props and thus, a new character was created. As part of our discussions, we discussed history 
and royal characters. Each group listened to the group describing the object and Carlo invited 
the four groups to respond to what was being said. 

Tips for Parents: Plan your story beforehand. Include props, involve the child by inviting 
him/her to wear the props, and then indulging the child into the story. Change the story or 



let the child give it a twist. While narrating or retelling the story, Carlo explained how the use 
of the five senses will add detail to the story. He also emphasised the importance of visualising 
the story. If the child seems uninterested in books, it was suggested that parents do not 
become too pushy but integrate oral retelling of stories creatively and in a fun way. Usually 
when the book is used alongside props and drama, children become deeply engaged in that 
story. Audio versions of stories were also encouraged to be an exciting source for children 
and adults.     

  

 


